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She was an unknown working for a temp agency in 

Chicago, now Allison Tolman is being touted as one of 

TV’s breakout stars for role in Alberta-shot Fargo 

 By Eric Volmers, Calgary Herald May 28, 2014  

  

 Allison Tollman as Molly Solverson, Martin Freeman as Lester Nygaard in 

Fargo.Photograph by: Chris Large , FX 

All it took was a fur hat, a Minnesotan accent and a long lunch break. 

That’s how Allison Tolman first caught the attention of producers of Fargo, who eventually gave 

her the role of a lifetime as determined cop Molly Solvernson on the Calgary-shot dark comedy 

series. At the time, Tolman was working a temp job as a receptionist at a consulting firm in the 

Windy City and figured the odds of her landing a lead in a high-profile reimagining of the Coen 

Brother’s 1996 dark comedy were not particularly promising. Hundreds would audition for the 

part. But she gamely showed up at her agent’s office with a fur hat and Minnesota-nice accent 

that she describes as “lighter than the film, probably heavier than the TV show” to tape an 

audition. 



“This was kind of a throwaway audition for me,” says Tolman, adding that that early tryout will 

likely be included as an extra when Fargo is released on DVD. “Most auditions are throwaway 

auditions. You go in, you do your best to show you can do it and show your agent that you’re 

game for whatever. Usually I don’t think anything is going to come of an audition of this calibre. 

But I read the sides and thought: ‘Oh yeah, I can do that no problem. I can run in on my lunch 

break. This is in my wheelhouse. It’s an easy character for me.’” 

Tolman was not a complete newbie to acting. The Texas native has a theatre and improv 

background, which includes training by Chicago’s prestigious comedy institution, Second City. 

But prior to Molly, the highest-profile gig the 32-year-old had was playing a nurse in one 

episode of the Fox drama Prison Break. 

Now she is being proclaimed the Fargo’s breakout star. But, perhaps borrowing a page from 

Molly’s modesty, Tolman points out that she is also really the only newcomer in a veteran cast 

that includes Billy Bob Thornton, Keith Carradine, Martin Freeman, Bob Odenkirk, Oliver Platt 

and Colin Hanks. 

“Being the person that people haven’t heard of before is going to put me in that position where 

all eyes are on me,” she says. “I’m certainly thankful that people are pleased with the 

performance and not disappointed by it. I’ve just been so enamoured and love how much people 

like Molly. It’s not just me. They really love Molly. Which is really cool. It gives me a lot of 

hope for our television viewers, frankly.” 

What’s not to like? Molly is a decent, smart and hardworking heroine in a series predominantly 

filled with not-so-decent, dim-witted and bumbling men. In a golden age of TV anti-heroes, 

Molly is purely heroic, a bastion of human goodness in a frozen landscape of corruption, 

violence and incompetence. So fans are presumably breathing a sigh of relief after Fargo’s 

seventh episode, where it was revealed that Molly survived the blood-spurting, cliff-hanging 

shenanigans of Episode 6. Still, Tolman is tight-lipped about her character’s ultimate fate, even 

as rumblings about a possible Season 2 for Fargo grow louder. 

“I would love there to be a Season 2 whether I’m involved or not,” she says. “I know they are 

tossing the idea around and seeing if the idea of feasible and if they did do it, how they would do 

it. I think we’re all looking at this as a limited series and kind of see what happens. As things 

continue to be well-received, it would certainly be a shame if they didn’t do another season.” 

Whatever the case, Tolman says the role has been a tremendous career boost. While she admits 

to harbouring some concerns about typecasting and even a “sophomore slump,” she says Fargo 

has pushed her into a new stratosphere as an actress. So far, her only known followup will be on 

the finale of Stephen Merchant’s very funny and, sadly, cancelled HBO series Hello Ladies. 

Other than that, Tolman says she is currently reading scripts and “gearing up for what comes 

after Fargo.” 

“When I was called back in to do a screen test, my agent in Chicago said, ‘Just so you know, no 

matter what happens, this is a big deal. It means you’re playing on a different level than you’ve 

ever played before,” Tolman says. “Because I was in Chicago, doing sketch and tooling around 



doing this thing or that thing, I was never playing at a level where people in Los Angeles, casting 

directors and network executives, were looking at me. That was a big deal. But to book the role 

and for the show to go on to be so successful and to have my performance be so well-received ... 

It remains to be seen what comes next for me, but I’m definitely I’m playing at a larger stage 

than I would ever had been able to do before.” 

Fargo airs Tuesdays on FXX, which is not available in Alberta. Episodes can be purchased on 

iTunes. 
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