
 

Fargo, Season 2: FX head John Landgraf reveals 

strange and enticing new plot details, including 

Ronald Reagan "interacting with our characters" 
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The CEO of FX praised Calgary crews and revealed more plot details for the second season of 

Fargo over the weekend, suggesting it will be “big, sprawling”, “more comedic” but also “very 

serious” as it deals with “feminism” and “the cultural transformation that was going on in 

America at that time.” 
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Oddly, former president Ronald Reagan will also appear as a character, although there is no 

news yet on who will play him. 

These were some of the tidbits John Landgraf offered to Postmedia TV writer Alex Strachan on 

Sunday when asked about the series during the Television Critics Association press tour in Los 

Angeles. Production is now underway in Calgary. 

“It’s big, sprawling, incredibly ambitious,” said Landgraf. “(Creator Noah Hawley) just kind of 

channels the Coen brothers and tells stories in a way that’s so fresh and so surprising that I don’t 

think I could do it justice even if I spend the rest of my time here describing it.” 

The fact that Reagan will appear as a character is certainly new information. Landgraf later told 

Entertainment Weekly that Reagan will not just be seen in archival footage, but be “interacting 

with our characters.” 

“It’s set in the late ’70s against the backdrop of Ronald Reagan’s first campaign for president of 

the United States,” he said. 

What we already know is that Season 2 will take place in Sioux Falls and Fargo, North Dakota 

and Luverne, Minn. and revolve around a turf war between a big mob syndicate and a crime 

family in Fargo. The plot will involve a massacre in Sioux Falls, an incident that was vaguely 

referenced in the first season by Lou Solverson (played by Keith Carradine.) 

In Season 2, we will be introduced to Solverson as a young policeman (played by The 

Conjuring’s Patrick Wilson). Ted Danson plays his father-in-law and the local sheriff; Nick 

Offerman will play a con man/lawyer; Brad Garrett will play a Kansas City mobster; Bokeem 

Woodbine is his enforcer; Jean Smart will play the matriarch of the Fargo crime family, while 

Jeffrey Donovan, Angus Sampson and Kieran Culkin play her sons. Kirsten Dunst and Breaking 

Bad’s Jesse Plemons will also star. 

The first season of Fargo was nominated for 18 Emmys, including a number of nods for local 

crew members, and won the trophy for best miniseries. It also won a Golden Globe for best 

miniseries, upsetting HBO favourite True Detective. Most recently, Fargo’s producers — 

including Calgary’s Chad Oakes and Mike Frislev on Nomadic Pictures — were nominated for 

the Producers Guild of America’s David L. Wolper Award for Outstanding Producer of Long-

Form Television. 

 A number of local crew members have also been recognized with nominations for the Makeup 

and Hairstylist Guild Awards in Los Angeles, which will be handed out on Feb. 14. 

On Sunday, Landgraf took some time to praise Calgary’s crews. 

“Everything we see — cinematography, the costuming, everything that comes out of Calgary just 

looks fantastic to me,” he said. 

 


