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Canadian actor Kim Coates in Ghost Wars.      via Dan Power/Nomadic Pictures 
If you've been fortunate enough to see Kim Coates in Jez Butterworth's Jerusalem at 
Streetcar Crowsnest in Toronto, you understand the power of the actor, who has been 
earning rave reviews. For the rest of us, unable to see a performance that has been 
described in reviews as "marvellous," "remarkable" and "thrilling," there's always 
Netflix. A new shot-in-British Columbia horror series starring Coates began streaming 
March 2. (It premiered on Syfy in the United States last fall.) 

 



"We're making the craziest show I've ever been on, without a doubt," Coates said during 
a break in shooting on set last year. He described the series as a roller-coaster ride that 
breaks all the rules. "The show's way more crazy than I ever thought; way more mental 
than I ever thought. Way more gory than I ever thought." 

Ghost Wars, created by Simon Barry (Continuum), is set in the fictional town of Port 
Moore, Alaska, where paranormal activity appears to be behind a rash of horrific, 
freakish deaths. "It's utter, utter, blood, gore, ghosts, hallucinations, gore, blood, knives, 
screams and then reality," says Coates, who plays Billy McGrath, a former fisherman 
who now uses his boating skills to smuggle contraband. 

Coates calls him the Han Solo of the show. "He's a good guy, he's funny … a bit of a 
trouble maker, he's probably had his way with every single girl in the town at some point 
or another. And he's moved away, he deals with contraband, his dad was a monster, but 
truly he's got a heart of gold and so I love that about him." 

The series also stars Vincent D'Onofrio (Law & Order: Criminal Intent) as the local 
priest; seventies music star Meat Loaf as mean townie Doug; Kandyse McClure 
(Battlestar Galactica) as a physicist with a black mark on her résumé; and Avan Jogia 
(Victorious) as Roman Mercer, reluctant medium. 

"My character has these powers, is uncomfortable with these powers and … hopefully, 
throughout the season, starts to realize that his ability is maybe a gift," says Jogia, who is 
from Vancouver but now lives in Los Angeles. 

On this day, Jason Priestley, another born-and-raised Canadian who now lives in 
California, is directing. And he's on board with Coates's description of the series as crazy. 

"They've sort of set up this world where the humans and the ghosts are interacting in a 
way that I don't think people have really seen before," Priestley says. "For people who are 
fans of this genre, I think it's going to be a new experience for them." 

Coates initially said he wasn't interested, but the script changed his mind. The shooting 
schedule was also set to accommodate a film he was shooting in Buffalo, Cold Brook. 

Probably best known for playing biker Tig Trager in the FX series Sons of Anarchy, 
Coates was born in Saskatoon and honed his acting skills on a number of Canadian 
stages, including the Stratford Festival, where he was famously the youngest actor to play 
Macbeth. Prior to Jerusalem, he hadn't been on stage for many years. His last role was 
Stanley Kowalski in A Streetcar Named Desire at the Vancouver Playhouse – across the 
street from the old Canada Post building where much of Ghost Wars is shot (other 
locations include Squamish and Ladner). 

"I went from Broadway right to Vancouver," Coates said. He talked about working with 
Larry Lillo – a legendary former Vancouver Playhouse Theatre Company artistic director 
who died in 1993. "Larry Lillo … one of the greatest directors on the planet, I love Larry 



so much, been gone for a long time, he called me on the phone when I was in New York, 
and said can you possibly scream Stella one more time? And I said for you I'll do 
anything." 

(Coates is as you might imagine – charismatic and larger than life, with piercing blue 
eyes and a booming voice; and he has a tendency to speak in passionate, run-on sentences 
that may include several parenthetical thoughts.) 

"I guess I was born to play Stanley, but I'm telling you what; I'll never forget this 
[Vancouver] production. So we're right here. It's like an old homecoming for me." 

The former post office is a labyrinth of old offices and boardrooms that have been turned 
into studios and used for a number of productions. On this day last summer, Coates had 
been standing outside talking to a postal worker (there is still a working post office on the 
main floor), when he heard the telltale crunch of a motorcycle accident. 

"You hear it and I just ran; three of us did." 

Coates was in a motorcycle accident in 1986 while at Stratford. He was taking his 
Kawasaki out for a spring tuneup when he was cut off and ended up on the hood of the 
car. 

"I was ready to pound this driver into oblivion," he recounts. And then the driver 
emerged. "It was a little old lady and she was about four feet tall. And she said 'Last week 
I lost my husband and now this.' So we ended up hugging and exchanging numbers and 
went to the hospital together." 

After that, Coates promised his wife he wouldn't buy another bike. He has kept that 
promise, he says – the Harleys in his garage, those were gifts (thanks, Sons of Anarchy). 

So when he witnessed that accident in Vancouver, he was there in a flash. (Imagine being 
in a motorcycle accident and Kim Coates comes to your rescue.) 

"And this beautiful girl, I didn't see any of it, so I don't know who cut off who, whatever. 
She flew up on top of the car. She was lucid, which was great. She had some blood on her 
lip; I was holding on to her until the paramedics came. She's going to be okay. As a rider, 
there's nothing worse as a rider to hear that sound." 

When I suggest his actions were heroic, he demurs. "I was definitely not a hero," he says. 
"I'm just a concerned rider myself." 

	


