
 

‘Hannah’s Law’ updates ‘High Noon’ with Sara 
Canning as a bounty hunter  
Hallmark movie plays loose with facts, but delivers enjoyable Old West payback 
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The last time a lot of American TV viewers saw Sara Canning, she was one of many 
characters who ran out of luck in the CW series “The Vampire Diaries.” 
 
She played Jenna. Now the late Jenna. 
 
Frankly, the odds don’t look much better for Canning’s Hannah Beaumont in “Hannah’s 
Law,” a new Hallmark movie where she plays a beautiful young female bounty hunter 
in the Old West. 
 
It could be noted she also has a black best friend and fellow female bounty hunter, 
which suggests some suspension of historic disbelief may in order here. 
 
Go ahead and suspend, and then get on with watching Hannah move toward her 
inevitable showdown with Frank McMurphy (John Pyper-Ferguson). 
 
Seems that when Hannah was young, McMurphy’s gang rode up to her family’s remote 
farmhouse and gunned down her mother, father and younger brother so they could 
steal the family horses. 
 
Hannah escaped because she was hiding in the hayloft. Later, as she was growing up 
in an orphanage, she met Isom Dart (Danny Glover), who taught her to hunt and 
capture bad guys. 
 
You don’t have to be a genius to figure out which gang she was really after. 
 
But once she’s captured the first few of McMurphy’s men, one at a time, McMurphy 
puts two and two together to realize this attractive nuisance needs to be stopped. 
 
By now we also know a few more facts about Hannah. 
 
One is that she is being courted by the sheriff of Dodge, a relentless, honest and somewhat modest man named Wyatt Earp. 
 
Two is that she’s friends with a quiet man who spends most of his time sitting in the local saloon gambling. He always wins. Goes by the name Doc Holliday. 
 
What were we saying about suspending disbelief? 
 
Anyhow, this mix-and-match Western takes another turn when McMurphy and his boys ride into Dodge to get rid of Hannah. 
 
“Hannah’s Law” turns into “High Noon.” 
 
Without giving away all the details, very little of what happens doesn’t have a direct correlation to the plot and events in the classic 1952 Gary Cooper movie. 
 
Where it differs, however, is the ending, when we get a final revelation that sounds a lot more like the setup for a sequel. 
 
Whether that’s planned, who knows. If it doesn’t happen, “Hannah’s Law” can stand on its own as comfortably familiar old-school Western entertainment. It has good 
guys and bad guys and the not always swift, but ever-vigilant hand of justice. 
 
No vampires required.  
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Sara Canning gets out in the field in ‘Hannah’s Law’ on Hallmark Movie 
Channel.  


